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will take you to their business website.
Join us on MEETUP for the latest!
http://www.meetup.com/BMW-Car-Club-ofAmerica-Sonora-Chapter/
Don’t forget to LIKE our Facebook page http://www.facebook.com/SonoraBMWCCA
2

8

Sonora Chapter 2016 Financials

9

2016 Financials (cont.) & April Event

10

Old Pueblo Streets, continued

13

Board of Directors & Membership Info

14

Want Ads & Chapter Toolbox

15

Old Pueblo Streets, conclusion

16

Back Page & disclaimer

Editor: Quentin Peterson
Webmistress: Julia Olsen-Peterson
The FINE PRINT: Information is correct at press time
(as far as the discerning eye can tell...), but please
also note our disclaimer on the back page, and there,
we really are compelled to put a fine point on the fine

BMW Roadside Assistance, now currently
ranked #1 by JD Power & Associates, is
available to all BMW CCA members for an
upgrade fee to membership - and it has
lots of extras to make it worthwhile! For
membership benefits see
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are in red, and clicking linked advertisements

Upcoming Events & members’ cards

V I S I T

the “content’ section to the right. In-text links
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F R E E B I E S :

format by clicking on any page number/title in

Old Pueblo Streets by Quentin Peterson

D E S I G N

You can take advantage of the interactive
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G R A P H I C

Your contributions to the newsletter are invited
and are welcome. Contact Quentin Peterson @
bimmermanusa@netscape.net to get published

President’s Pages by Charles Davis

M O R E

We
invite
you to forward
this newsletter to
anyone who you think might
be interested in BMW’s in general,
and our BMW CCA Sonora Chapter activity in
particular.
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F O R

Interactive format
newsletter: it’s all about
you!!!!!

CONTENT

http://www.bmwcca.org/index
Your BMW CCA membership entitles you to
discounts with car rentals with Avis & Hertz
AVIS 800-831-2847 Code: AWD#L358190
HERTZ 800-654-3131
code: CPD-ID#289425
If you would like to get email reminders
of chapter activities, please notify us by
sending a message to:
webmistress@bmwccasonora.org
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President’s Pages

Recent events’ photos

by Charles Davis

I wonder if anybody (outside of our Board of Directors) actually reads the “President’s Letter”. Not that I
would take it personally, if any of our members did not locate it. Or, having found it, opt out of actually reading
all of it.
F O R

The "PL" is, after all, a requirement of the National BMWCCA, not the Sonora Chapter specifically. The
National does not command that the letter be interesting or literary, just that it be part of every newsletter.

Sometimes, you are just lucky: our annual lunch
& open air car show in St. Phillip’s Plaza proved
to be a beautiful day, in between two rainy days
in late January! Plaza photo by Julia Olsen
And March 11 was a great day for Cars & Coffee
							
& later on, a European Auto Tech session...

D E S I G N
F R E E B I E S :

It's not that these events are not worthy of describing. It is that these events are more worthy of
attending (than writing about afterward). Beyond the obvious camaraderie and good cheer, we sample
diverse food and drink, and we travel to venues where we see and learn. My reticence to document these
short histories recognizes that other Chapter Members are well-qualified to write our event histories and they
do so admirably.

G R A P H I C

This Quarter is different. I am bereft of topics that even I find fascinating enough for six or seven
hundred coherent words. I could write of one of our events, like the Annual Meeting which took place at St.
Phillip's Plaza in January. Any of our monthly dinners might be worthy. In recent months we have been to
Firebird's, Mr.An's and Pastiche. Our annual Ft. Huachuca Christmas Tour or our recent Tech Session at
European AutoTech could qualify for a few words.

M O R E

My past letters have been anecdotal in nature, and I have fortunately been able to dredge up items in
my recent personal BMW experience that I found interesting, if not consistently worthy of your time.

V I S I T

When my personal well of stories runs dry, it forces me to not depend on history, but to think about the
future when I write this column. And that is where I am today. The most important item that our Board must
address continuously is being relevant to our current and prospective Members, thereby maintaining
and increasing our membership. Sonora Chapter has maintained a roll of about 250 members for the last
several years. This is down a bit from ten years ago, yet remains pretty steady. Of this number, about a third
have attended a Chapter function in the last year.

W W W . D E S I G N F R E E B I E S . O R G

That means about two-thirds of our membership have not found something to like in our
activities. And yet, we maintain our numbers. Our new members usually balance out our non-renewing
members. Not exactly growth, but still better that continuous attrition.
This is where you members who have read this far can take action. Especially if you are one of the
“non-attendees”. Come to a Board Meeting (the first Wednesday of every other month). We’ll buy you dinner.
All you have to do is talk about what you want the Club to be for you. The Board Members already know what
they want. We just aren’t as good as we need to be for the two-thirds of our membership who are happyenough with the Roundel and their car-purchase discounts.
Did you make it to the end of this “PL”? Great! Now join us at any of our well-publicized events or
come to a Board Meeting. This Club is for You!

Charles Davis
President
Sonora Chapter BMW CCA, Inc.
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Above photos by Greg Mondeau from March 11
Cars & Coffee La Encantada South parking lot:
‘East meets West’, a wonderfully restored East
German Trabant, next to an e46 3er. To the left: a
2002tii in pretty fair shape after 40+ years...
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Old Pueblo Streets......by Quentin Peterson

UPCOMING EVENTS

By now, most everyone knows that you can’t get on or off I-10 at Ina Road (or they will know if they
attempt it). While you can drive I-10 East or West through this construction, the interstate at this area is a
‘pinch-point’, and traffic is diverted and choked down to a single-lane along I-10 at Ina Road. This change,
similar to the Prince Road/I-10 improvements of a few years ago (in duration and design), isn’t a long-overdue
project to fix potholes and rough roads, like other projects around town. I think the strategy (if there is one),
is to promote use of the interstate by making it easier to get on and off (and without waiting for passing trains
such as Orange Grove and Prince Roads). By the time these improvements are complete, there ought to be
significant shifts to traffic flows in our ‘Old Pueblo’.
Our city has historically over-utilized urban streets and under-utilized I-10. In this regard especially, we
are unlike many other urban areas: we just aren’t crisscrossed with a maze of freeways. There’s really just
I-10, as an intra/interstate corridor around the city, but look where the expansion is and where it’s going to
be: the Vail, Marana and Cortaro Farms areas. Commutes from home to jobsites around Tucson and back,
multiplied by the number of people that will buy newer homes further out requires such improvements to I-10
access points. So in that regard, Tucson/Pima County is ahead of the game, making upgrades (with Federal
money; it is after all, an interstate project) before they are overdue. But, just because the interstates are being
upgraded, it doesn’t mean that the city streets and county roads are going to be neglected. Most of our routes
around town involve ‘traffic-light streets’ and the less-regulated, major thoroughfares. Tucson has refurbished
several old roads’ in places since our last newsletter (despite having a lot of work yet to do):
•

Ft. Lowell all the way from Swan to Oracle is brand-new asphalt. This road is really a pleasure to drive
now, despite the traffic lights (especially short intervals, at times, for bicyclists riding Mountain Avenue).

•

Tucson Boulevard has been completed and the rough patches from Grant to Ft. Lowell are gone: it’s
completely smooth and new. A year ago this route was really rough and pot-holed! Tucson Boulevard
going South of Speedway is rough (pitted but not pot-holed) though.

•

Pima, all the way from Campbell Avenue, just East of Banner University Medical Center, is brand new
asphalt. Currently however, it is barricaded at Country Club Road, East to Camilla as work is done.

•

Country Club Road itself is being resurfaced, and it can be a pinch-point, the double-lanes North/South
slow considerably from Grant Road North with single lanes redirected (and traffic lights) as work on it
continues. It can be avoided, if you know (minor streets aren’t well ‘tagged’ on most traffic phone apps).

•

Stone Avenue is pretty smooth now, but it is a street that you want to avoid as you approach or leave
downtown Tucson, just between Drachman and University, where a lot of work which has been put off,
(for forever) is finally getting done... More details about the Stone Ave. project in our next newsletter.

				

April 13, 2017, 6pm: 2nd Thursday Dinner
meet at El Corral on River Road. R.S.V.P. to
Bob Kundert. Email blasts to follow with specifics.

For the most recent updates to events, see the
online calendar
bmwccassonora.org/events

April 22, 9am: Pima Air Space Museum

Join with Roadrunner (Phoenix area) Chapter members. We will meet as the PASM opens at 9. Ought
to be plenty of solar panelled shade in the parking
lot then. We will collect $20 from everyone, and
make a single payment to PASM (that’s how they do
group tours). We then take a 9:30 tram ride through
the outdoor exhibits. Tram tour lasts an hour. From
10:30-12:30, we’ll look over the indoor exhibits. Then
caravan with us from PASM parking lot, (around the
DM Air Force Base ‘boneyard’) to Barrio Brewery for
lunch at 1:30. Or just meet us for lunch there. Email
blasts to follow with specifics. More details are at the
bottom of page 9.

May 11, 6pm: 2nd Thursday Dinner meet at
Risky Business. Mike Hornisher will collect rsvps.
Email blasts to follow with specifics.

We make every effort to verify your email address is
correct and resolve sending issues, so that our news
gets to your computer.
We don’t share your email address with anyone else
outside the club. We don’t sell your email address
to our advertisers. We may at the discretion of the
ad manager, email announcements from one of our
advertisers (once a year at the most)
We send a newsletter every 3 months, and send
about 1-3 email announcement of chapter activities
per month.
If you aren’t getting email from us, send a message
to Julia Olsen-Peterson
webmistress@bmwccasonora.org

‘Old Pueblo’ Streets continues on page 10
page 6
page 7

9am April 22nd, we meet in the parking lot of Pima Air & Space Museum, 6000 E.Valencia Rd.
Our outside tram tour lasts an hour, leaving us two hours to view the indoor exhibits, before
caravaning around the nearby Davis-Monthan Air Force Base ‘boneyard’ and on to lunch at
Barrio Brewery’s brew room, 800 E. 16th Street.General Admission with our group tram tour
is $20, cash or check at the door. rsvp to (520)331-3778 or bimmermanusa@netscape.net
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Late last year, the City of Tucson completed the connection of Sabino Canyon and Kolb Roads Most of us
remember Sabino Canyon Road as simply ending at Tanque Verde Road, and you either had to go East or
West. Well, back then, you could go South across Tanque Verde, but it only made sense if you were going
to park in the Chase Bank parking lot in the SW corner of that intersection (I think that it was Bank One back
then, but I digress). Since December, 2016, Sabino Canyon Road has been extended South, well past Tanque
Verde Road, and it now flows South to a “T” traffic-light intersection with Kolb Road. Proceeding onto Kolb
Road, you wait for the light in either of two left-turn lanes (South), or else a single right-turn lane (going North).

F O R

M O R E

G R A P H I C

D E S I G N

F R E E B I E S :

V I S I T

W W W . D E S I G N F R E E B I E S . O R G

‘Old Pueblo Streets’ continued

		
You can now drive East along Skyline Drive, or along River Road, turn South onto Sabino
Canyon Road, get onto Kolb Road, and then, continuing South, after a few traffic light intersections with
Speedway, Broadway, 22nd Street and Stella, you’re whistling past the “Boneyard”, Davis-Monthan Air Force
Base’s parking lot of old archived aircraft, which are stored on either side of Kolb Road. And I say whistling,
because it doesn’t appear to be a speed-limit enforced section of road at this time (although the posted limit
is 50mph). More about this later on... From Irvington to Valencia along Kolb Road (each of these is a traffic
light intersection), most everyone drives like they’re late for something! Kolb Road is really nice, surface-wise.
Valencia is a little rough, but it doesn’t have pot-holes, just patching. Valencia is not too bad, and empties onto
I-10 further West, past the Pima Air and Space Museum. So there’s a nice conduit into I-10 from the Northeast
side, and it shows off some of Tucson’s interesting past along the way.
		
‘Old Pueblo’ Streets concludes on page 15
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MEMBERship info
info
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEMBERship
Board of Directors,
BMW CCA Sonora Chapter, Inc.

Driving School Contact– Mike Hornisher
(520)577-2785 M3Mike@hotmail.com

By the way, take a look at our chapter’s
website: bmwccasonora.org
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NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP AUTOMICALLY INCLUDES
membership in the Sonora Chapter if you live
in this area, and as a member, you receive every
publication of this newsletter, which features local
classifieds, car-related tech-tips & articles, as well
as notice on local club events, including driving
schools, autocross, car shows & club activities!
HERE’S HOW
On the web the membership application is located
on bmwcca.org and find the ‘join’ button or call
their toll-free phone: ( 800 ) 878-9292
… have your Visa/ Visa/MC ready…
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If you would like to get email reminders
of chapter activities, please notify us by
sending a message to:
webmistress@bmwccasonora.org
The website of the
BMW Car Club of America, Inc. is
www.bmwcca.org and it has links to this
chapter and all others nationwide

The newest upgrade is called Membership
“Plus” Roadside Assistance and it pays for
itself, as well as provides peace of mind!

V I S I T

Members at Large:
Beth Ritterbusch ritterbb@email.arizona.edu
Ross Lampert rblampert.az@gmail.com

But wait, there’s more…You can also sign up
to receive the “Friends of BMW” booklet, listing
members across the country who can assist you …
OMBUDSMAN advice to help with BMW DEALERS
OR SUPPLIERS Valuable information coordinator
to assist with insurance claims, purchase or sale…
BMW Special Interest Groups (SIG) listed on the
internet…

F R E E B I E S :

Membership Chair-Fred Knotek
fred.knotek@gmail.com

Discounts on parts & supplies
Free advertisements on the BMW CCA website
Library/video services
Expert technical & maintenance advice

D E S I G N

Treasurer & Newsletter Editor:
Quentin Peterson
(520)331-3778 bimmermanusa@netscape.net

•
•
•
•

G R A P H I C

Secretary – Robert Kundert
rkundert54@msn.com

You will receive the monthly Roundel, a 120-page
coffee-table magazine, published by BMW CCA,
Inc. Other benefits and services that come with
National Club membership include:

M O R E

Vice-President – Fred Knotek
fred.knotek@gmail.com

It’s easy to join, and if you are a BMW enthusiast,
it’s definitely worth it!

F O R

President –Charles Davis
asmaradezn@gmail.com

WANT TO JOIN BMW CCA?

WANT ADS & Sonora Chapter toolbox
Sonora Chapter Toolbox
Availability is subject to reserve: for more information,
or if you have additional tool requests or donations,
please call Mike Hornisher at 327-4981. For our club
members, we have available an assortment of loaner
tools, equipment and some factory repair manuals.
___________________________________________
Air compressor & Schwaben Coolant Evacuation tool
Torque wrench (10-75 ft-lbs) M-engine valve tool
Torx drive set 		
micrometer
Allen drive set
Strut spring compressor
Metric-drive set
Parts catalog (CD-ROM)
Our Sonora Chapter logo can be applied to clothing
Spark-plug socket
G-Analyst
that you supply, and be ready to wear for $15. email oil-cartridge remover
Dwell/timing light
for details to webmistress@bmwccasonora.net
windshield trim applicator
tie-rod puller
laser-pointer thermometer
O2 sensor tester
fan clutch tools
For Sale: Pair of OEM Kidney Grills ($20) & a pair Service interval reset tool
of OEM Tailights ($75) for a 2006 325i.
call Dave (360)649-0110 or email
davem27@hotmail.com

For Sale: e36 ‘LUK’ style power-steering pump,
newly reconditioned with the German o-ring kit.
Front and rear brackets are also available, but the
mounting bolts and ‘spacers’ are not. This price is
negotiable, depending on how much of this setup
you want, but it’s gonna be considerably less than
a brand-new ps pump. Be glad to share insights
into the replacement, which was ‘over-thought’ in
my case (but may be the subject of a tech article in
the future). Call Quentin Peterson (520)331-3778
or else email: bimmermanusa@netscape.net

page 14

2.6mm x 50mmbolts
Haynes & Chilton manuals

Old Pueblo Streets conclusion.......by Quentin Peterson
Another detail of our ‘Old Pueblo’ streets has to do with how (as well as how fast) we can go. City of Tucson
voters were able to defeat ‘traffic-light’ and speed limit cameras in November, 2015, upholding Proposition
201. Other municipalities in Arizona have done the same, and photo enforcement along State highways has
been banned, but currently, six other Arizona municipalities use photo enforcement: Chandler, El Mirage,
Mesa, Paradise Valley, Phoenix and Scottsdale. There is a currently a bill in session that will eliminate all
photo enforcement statewide. But I believe that doing away with photo enforcement will simply bring back the
old-fashioned way of enforcing traffic laws. And sure enough, now that funding from the Governor’s Office
of Highway Safety has been secured, Tucson Police Dept. motorbike patrol officers have re-appeared at
intersections that are defined as ‘high-risk’. If you have a heavy-foot and like to sail along through traffic, it’s
worth noting that the following intersections are defined as ‘high-risk’ and are going to be patrolled by TPD
motorbike patrols: The Tucson Police Department is actively patrolling the six intersections with the highest
number of collisions and conducting enhanced traffic enforcement at those locations, specifically for aggressive
driving violations. Aggressive Driving is three specified traffic offenses in a single episode of driving.
The six intersections are:
Enforcement will be conducted somewhere within a
1. Kolb/Broadway
2. Speedway/Campbell
3. Golf Links/Swan
4. Broadway/Wilmot
5. Kolb/Speedway

half mile of these intersections, or within the intersection itself.
The $75,000 grant from Governor's Office of Highway Safety
is to be used for enforcement. There will be three deployments
a week. Each deployment (at one intersection) will last three
hours and will have four motor officers working it. So each
location will get worked once every other week.

6. Grant/Alvernon
These deployments are scheduled to last through May of 2016 and should total 67 deployments. Their
intended purpose is to reduce collisions at these specific locations by changing drivers’ aggressive driving
habits. Getting a ticket in these areas will cost drivers. Here is a breakdown of those potential fines:

For Sale: Set of pretty new X3 tires/wheels in the
		
Tucson area. Price negotiable. 		
call Quentin Peterson (520)331-3778 or email him
bimmermanusa@netscape.net

•

Speeding $207-$421, depending on mph over the limit

•

Following Too Closely - $227

•

Failing To Yield - $227

•

Failing to Stop for a Red Light - $337

•

Failing to Stop For a Stop Sign - $227

•

No Seatbelt - $89

imposed under a new law, just a year or two old called:

•

No Child Restraint - $178

•

DUI – How much do you have? Really,
the risks outweigh the ‘rewards’...

		

•

Also new: a state law that ‘allows’ police to pull you over & tell you your middle brake light is out…

And when officers observe someone speeding, &/
or failing to yield, &/or stop for a red light or a stop sign, &/
or following too closely, in a single, observed episode (any
combination of three) of driving, that motorist is liable to fines

“Aggressive Driving"
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back page
is published by and for the Sonora Chapter of BMW
CCA, Incorporated. This organization is not affiliated
with BMW NA. All information furnished herein is
provided by the membership of the club for use by
members only. Unless otherwise stated, maintenance
and modification procedures herein are not “Factory
Approved”, and their use may void your BMWwarranty. Ideas and opinions are those of the writers—
andno authentication or approval is impliedby the
editors or publishers, who assume no liability for
information contained within.
Any material published in Die Zündkerze may be
reproduced by other BMW CCA chapters, provided
that propercredit is given to the author and this
publication, except thefollowing: material specified
as copyrighted has beenpublished with the written
permission of its author, and itrequires subsequent
permission by its author for any reprduction.

F O R

M O R E

G R A P H I C

D E S I G N

F R E E B I E S :

V I S I T

W W W . D E S I G N F R E E B I E S . O R G

Die Zündkerze
(translated the sparkplug),

Die Zündkerze
Sonora Chapter BMW CCA, Inc.
PO Box 42166
Tucson, Arizona 85733

